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The list below is a selection of books, articles, podcasts and opinion pieces that help introduce 
key topics we are likely to discuss on your course. You might find it useful to look at some of 
these in advance of beginning your chosen programme. Please note we do not expect you to 
read all items listed below. Feel free to choose the ones you find most interesting or easy to 
find. More extensive reading lists will be provided with each module.  
 
For a survey of the field, we recommend:  
 

Mason, R., Robinson, A. and Coffield, E. (eds) (2018) Museum and Gallery Studies: The Basics. 
Abingdon: Routledge (a substantial ‘preview’ of this volume is available from: 
https://www.routledge.com/Museum-and-Gallery-Studies-The-Basics/Mason-Robinson-
Coffield/p/book/9780415834551   
 
 
BBC Radio Four – The Forum (2016) ‘The New Curators: Who Decides What’s Culturally Important?’ 
[radio show] http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b086kf18  [28mins] 
 
BBC Radio 4 (2018) An Alternative History of Art. [online] Available 
at https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09w070t (10 episodes, each 15 mins long) 
 
Bishop, C. (2013). Radical Museology, Or, What’s Contemporary in Museums of Contemporary Art? 
London: Koenig Books  
 
Berger, John (1972) Ways of Seeing. London: Penguin Books. (also online 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pDE4VX_9Kk)  
 
Cain, A. (2017) ‘How the White Cube Came to Dominate the Art World’ Artsy [23 Jan] [online] 
Available at https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-white-cube-dominate-art  
 
Coffield E., et al. (2019, 2020) More Than Meanwhile Spaces I and II [reports] Online. Available 
at https://morethanmeanwhile.wordpress.com/publications/ 
  
Fox, D. (2013) ‘Being Curated’. In Frieze [April] [online] Available at https://frieze.com/article/being-
curated  
 
L’Internationale Online [ed] (2015) Decolonising Museums. [online] Available 
at https://www.internationaleonline.org/library/#decolonising_museums 
 
Nariai, H. Curation is Spreading. In: Marstine, J. and Hing Kay, O. eds. (2022) Curating Art. London: 
Routledge, 2022. Chapter is available via the book preview here: 
https://www.routledge.com/Curating-Art/Marstine-Kay/p/book/9781138907973  
 

https://www.routledge.com/Museum-and-Gallery-Studies-The-Basics/Mason-Robinson-Coffield/p/book/9780415834551
https://www.routledge.com/Museum-and-Gallery-Studies-The-Basics/Mason-Robinson-Coffield/p/book/9780415834551
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fprogrammes%2Fb086kf18&data=05%7C01%7CKatie.Markham%40newcastle.ac.uk%7C6f5b6368c0154676b8b508da751fd30e%7C9c5012c9b61644c2a91766814fbe3e87%7C1%7C0%7C637951076782230559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TdPBFGtit4LJT8z9cJiTK1s%2F9F6pHUVt4X5IJVeT3IM%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pDE4VX_9Kk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.artsy.net%2Farticle%2Fartsy-editorial-white-cube-dominate-art&data=05%7C01%7CKatie.Markham%40newcastle.ac.uk%7C6f5b6368c0154676b8b508da751fd30e%7C9c5012c9b61644c2a91766814fbe3e87%7C1%7C0%7C637951076782230559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DdJSQYsmlnw6g4g8pTuFYLu4fUFvWWVhk5nCqGzcXh0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmorethanmeanwhile.wordpress.com%2Fpublications%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKatie.Markham%40newcastle.ac.uk%7C6f5b6368c0154676b8b508da751fd30e%7C9c5012c9b61644c2a91766814fbe3e87%7C1%7C0%7C637951076782074286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mQWJvYRFQVr8ACaFYGA1Lg2%2B2ra2WTtVPiBc3Oe2wDs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffrieze.com%2Farticle%2Fbeing-curated&data=05%7C01%7CKatie.Markham%40newcastle.ac.uk%7C6f5b6368c0154676b8b508da751fd30e%7C9c5012c9b61644c2a91766814fbe3e87%7C1%7C0%7C637951076782230559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pS1hQYLBgzjRCzVtI4kGhR4joLHoGLRVy%2BK4eFk4y6s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffrieze.com%2Farticle%2Fbeing-curated&data=05%7C01%7CKatie.Markham%40newcastle.ac.uk%7C6f5b6368c0154676b8b508da751fd30e%7C9c5012c9b61644c2a91766814fbe3e87%7C1%7C0%7C637951076782230559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pS1hQYLBgzjRCzVtI4kGhR4joLHoGLRVy%2BK4eFk4y6s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.internationaleonline.org%2Flibrary%2F%23decolonising_museums&data=05%7C01%7CKatie.Markham%40newcastle.ac.uk%7C6f5b6368c0154676b8b508da751fd30e%7C9c5012c9b61644c2a91766814fbe3e87%7C1%7C0%7C637951076782230559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rJasFR8sJby3ckVpVxWED1dDi9Tltd0E7gllt4vYxWU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.routledge.com/Curating-Art/Marstine-Kay/p/book/9781138907973


Pringle, Emily (2006) Learning in the Gallery: contexts, processes, outcomes, London: 
engage https://engage.org/resources/learning-in-the-gallery/  
 
Rule, Alix and Levine, David (2012) ‘International Art English’, Triple Canopy 16 (July). (Available 
online https://www.canopycanopycanopy.com/issues/16/contents/international_art_english)  
 
Simon, N. (2010) The Participatory Museum - http://www.participatorymuseum.org  
 
Steeds, L. (2014). Exhibition: (Documents of Contemporary Art). London: Whitechapel Gallery  
 
 
Other things to look out for:  
 

• If you are interested in the future direction of the sector: The Serpentine Galleries release an 
annual forecast each summer. [online] Available at 
https://www.serpentinegalleries.org/whats-on/future-art-ecosystems-2/#related-events  

• Asia Art Archive is a good database of Asian art and writing on the subject. [online] Available 
at: https://aaa.org.hk/en    

• AIM and engage (https://www.engage.org/publications-and-resources ) (and many more) 
make a whole load of resources available for free download.  

• There are a huge number of journals and magazines dedicated to art in the UK – Art Monthly 
is a good place to start. Museum & Society, Curator Magazine, On Curating, bits of Frieze, 
and Art Newspaper (and many, many more) are all free and open access. Keep trying until 
you find one you like!  

• If you are on Twitter – join in with #MuseumHour. Follow venues and (potential) colleagues 
you like, as well as academics and groups with relevant interests (e.g. you might want to 
look up @NEEACN). If you’re not on twitter (and don’t want to join) find and follow all the 
local galleries and museums on other social media, or add your email to venue’s mailing lists 
- they’ll send you news about exhibition openings and special events.  

• Most importantly, if possible, visit local galleries, festivals, libraries, public artworks 
everything!  

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fengage.org%2Fresources%2Flearning-in-the-gallery%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKatie.Markham%40newcastle.ac.uk%7C6f5b6368c0154676b8b508da751fd30e%7C9c5012c9b61644c2a91766814fbe3e87%7C1%7C0%7C637951076782230559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Eb%2BTdnExXpHKCwPdNvEkDVIUO19hRLiD5MicKx9C2MI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canopycanopycanopy.com%2Fissues%2F16%2Fcontents%2Finternational_art_english)&data=05%7C01%7CKatie.Markham%40newcastle.ac.uk%7C6f5b6368c0154676b8b508da751fd30e%7C9c5012c9b61644c2a91766814fbe3e87%7C1%7C0%7C637951076782230559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z0FJnRA3s6T7cMwHHpXAKli82lxzLMXFgsVILHP9pLo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.participatorymuseum.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKatie.Markham%40newcastle.ac.uk%7C6f5b6368c0154676b8b508da751fd30e%7C9c5012c9b61644c2a91766814fbe3e87%7C1%7C0%7C637951076782230559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KDj80Rzc20JFNQsvnlBeLPHnvODWiZBvRWOf8YWPZtw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.serpentinegalleries.org/whats-on/future-art-ecosystems-2/#related-events
https://aaa.org.hk/en

